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What is God’s plan for Israel? 
God’s plan is that Israel would become a multitude (KJV) of peoples. 
 
Genesis 20:1-3 - The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your 

father's household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and 
I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you." 

 
Genesis 28:3 - May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and increase your numbers 

until you become a community [―multitude‖ KJV] of peoples. 
 
Genesis 48:4 - and said to me, 'I am going to make you fruitful and will increase your numbers. I 

will make you a community [―multitude‖ KJV] of peoples, and I will give this land as an 
everlasting possession to your descendants after you.' 

 
Where would Israel live? 
Israel would be given a literal land as an inheritance by God forever. 
 
Genesis 48:4 - and said to me, 'I am going to make you fruitful and will increase your numbers. I 

will make you a community of peoples, and I will give this land as an everlasting possession 
to your descendants after you.' 

 
Leviticus 20:24 - But I said to you, "You will possess their land; I will give it to you as an 

inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey." I am the LORD your God, who has set you 
apart from the nations. 

 
Deut. 26:15 - Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place, and bless your people Israel and 

the land you have given us as you promised on oath to our forefathers, a land flowing with 
milk and honey. 

 
1 Kings 8:33-34 - "When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have 

sinned against you, and when they turn back to you and confess your name, praying and 
making supplication to you in this temple, then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your 
people Israel and bring them back to the land you gave to their fathers.  

 
2 Chron. 6:27 -  …then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel. 

Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land you gave your people for an 
inheritance. 

 
2 Chron. 7:14 - if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land. [Note: This verse cannot be a reference to the United 
States or any other nation except for Israel.] 

 
Nehemiah 1:8 –― Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are 

unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my 
commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them 
from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.' They are 
your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty 
hand.‖ 
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Psalm 135:12 - …and he gave their land as an inheritance, an inheritance to his people Israel. 
 
Isaiah 49:8-9 - This is what the LORD says: "In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in 

the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the 
people, to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances, to say to the captives, 
'Come out,' and to those in darkness, 'Be free!' "They will feed beside the roads and find 
pasture on every barren hill.  

 
Isaiah 60:21 - Then will all your people be righteous and they will possess the land forever. They 

are the shoot I have planted, the work of my hands, for the display of my splendor.  
 
Jeremiah 30:3 - The days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when I will bring my people Israel 

and Judah back from captivity and restore them to the land I gave their forefathers to 
possess,' says the LORD…‖  

 
Jeremiah 32:37-38 - I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banish them in my 

furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this place and let them live in safety. 
They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

 
Jeremiah 50:6 - My people have been lost sheep; their shepherds have led them astray and 

caused them to roam on the mountains. They wandered over mountain and hill and forgot 
their own resting place.  

 
Ezekiel 11:17 - Therefore say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will gather you from the 

nations and bring you back from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give 
you back the land of Israel again.'  

 
Ezekiel 28:25 - This is what the Sovereign LORD says: When I gather the people of Israel from 

the nations where they have been scattered, I will show myself holy among them in the sight 
of the nations. Then they will live in their own land, which I gave to my servant Jacob. 

 
Ezekiel 34:13 -  I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I 

will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the 
ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 

 
Ezekiel 36:12 - I will cause people, my people Israel, to walk upon you [the land]. They will 

possess you, and you will be their inheritance; you will never again deprive them of their 
children. 

 
Ezekiel 36:28 - You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will be my people, and I will 

be your God.  
 
Ezekiel 45:8 - This land will be his possession in Israel. And my princes will no longer oppress 

my people but will allow the house of Israel to possess the land according to their tribes.  
 
Hosea 1:9-11 - Then the LORD said, "Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not 

your God. Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured 
or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be 
called 'sons of the living God.' The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, 
and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of 
Jezreel.  
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Amos 9:14-15 - I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and 
live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat 
their fruit. I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I 
have given them," says the LORD your God. 

 
Zephaniah 2:9 – ―Therefore, as surely as I live," declares the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, 

"surely Moab will become like Sodom, the Ammonites like Gomorrah— a place of weeds and 
salt pits, a wasteland forever. The remnant of my people will plunder them; the survivors of 
my nation will inherit their land." 

 
Zechariah 8:7-8 - This is what the LORD Almighty says: "I will save my people from the 

countries of the east and the west. I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they will be 
my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as their God."  

 
Who is Ephraim?  
Ephraim is the younger son of Joseph, predicted to become greater than his older 

brother Manasseh. His descendants would become a group (“multitude” KJV) 
of nations. Ephraim is often another name for the ten northern tribes of Israel, 
which were dispersed throughout the world because of their disobedience and 
idolatry. They are often called “Israel.” 

 
Genesis 48:19 - But his father refused and said, "I know, my son, I know. He too will become a 

people, and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will be greater than 
he, and his descendants will become a group of nations." (speaking of Ephraim and 
Manasseh) 

 
Deut. 33:17 - In majesty he is like a firstborn bull; his horns are the horns of a wild ox. With 

them he will gore the nations, even those at the ends of the earth. Such are the ten thousands 
of Ephraim; such are the thousands of Manasseh. 

 
Isaiah 7:8 - Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people.  
 
Hosea 7:8 - Ephraim mixes with the nations; Ephraim is a flat cake not turned over. 
 
Who is Judah? 
Judah is the son of Israel from whose tribe a ruler would come, whom all nations 

would obey. Judah is often another name for the two southern tribes of Israle, 
which were carried away to Babylon, then restored to the land, only to be 
dispersed throughout the world after the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70. They are 
often called “Jews.” 

 
Genesis 49:10 - The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his 

feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his. 
 
2 Sam. 5:12 - And David [from the tribe of Judah] knew that the LORD had established him as 

king over Israel and had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.  
 
Psalm 148:14 - He has raised up for his people a horn [or ruler], the praise of all his saints, of 

Israel, the people close to his heart. Praise the LORD. 
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Isaiah 11:10-11, 16 - In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the 
nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. In that day the Lord will reach 
out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, 
from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath 
and from the islands of the sea…  There will be a highway for the remnant of his people that 
is left from Assyria, as there was for Israel when they came up from Egypt.  

 
Hosea 1:9-11 - Then the LORD said, "Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not 

your God. Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured 
or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be 
called 'sons of the living God.' The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, 
and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of 
Jezreel.  

 
Matthew 2:6 - But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel. 
 
Luke 1:68-75 - Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed 

his people. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as 
he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the 
hand of all who hate us—to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 
the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to 
enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  

 
Romans 15:8-12 - For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's 

truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the Gentiles may glorify God 
for his mercy, as it is written: "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing 
hymns to your name." Again, it says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people." And again, 
"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all you peoples." And again, Isaiah 
says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the 
Gentiles will hope in him." 

 
What are some special characteristics of the children of Israel? 
They are the people of God. Note that these are literal descendants of Israel, yet 

believers in Jesus from all nations are included in the designation, “people of 
God.” 

 
Exodus 6:7 - I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I 

am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  
 
Exodus 15:16 - …terror and dread will fall upon them. By the power of your arm they will be as 

still as a stone— until your people pass by, O LORD, until the people you bought pass by. 
 
Exodus 33:13, 16 - If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and 

continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people… How will anyone 
know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else 
will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth? 

 
Leviticus 26:12 - I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people.  
 



 

From http://anneelliott.com - 2011 
 

Deut. 9:29 - But they are your people, your inheritance that you brought out by your great power 
and your outstretched arm. 

 
Deut. 26:18-19 - And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured 

possession as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. He has declared that 
he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that you 
will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised. 

 
Deut. 27:9 - Then Moses and the priests, who are Levites, said to all Israel, "Be silent, O Israel, 

and listen! You have now become the people of the LORD your God. 
 
Deut. 29:13 - …to confirm you this day as his people, that he may be your God as he promised 

you and as he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
 
1 Sam. 12:22 - For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his people, because the 

LORD was pleased to make you his own. 
 
2 Sam. 5:12 - And David knew that the LORD had established him as king over Israel and had 

exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.  
 
2 Sam. 7:23-24 - And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God went out 

to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform great and 
awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom you 
redeemed from Egypt? You have established your people Israel as your very own forever, 
and you, O LORD, have become their God.  

 
1 Kings 8:51-53 - …for they are your people and your inheritance, whom you brought out of 

Egypt, out of that iron-smelting furnace. May your eyes be open to your servant's plea and to 
the plea of your people Israel, and may you listen to them whenever they cry out to you. For 
you singled them out from all the nations of the world to be your own inheritance, just as 
you declared through your servant Moses when you, O Sovereign LORD, brought our fathers 
out of Egypt. 

 
1 Chron. 17:21-22 - And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth whose God went 

out to redeem a people for himself, and to make a name for yourself, and to perform great 
and awesome wonders by driving out nations from before your people, whom you redeemed 
from Egypt? You made your people Israel your very own forever, and you, O LORD, have 
become their God.  

 
Nehemiah 1:8 –― Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are 

unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my 
commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them 
from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.' They are 
your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty 
hand.‖ 

 
Psalm 95:7 - …for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care. 
 
Psalm 148:14 - He has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his saints, of Israel, the 

people close to his heart. Praise the LORD. 
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Isaiah 40:1 - Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  
 
Isaiah 43:20-21 - The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water 

in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, the people 
I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise. 

 
Isaiah 52:9 - Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has 

comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
 
Jeremiah 13:11 - For as a belt is bound around a man's waist, so I bound the whole house of 

Israel and the whole house of Judah to me,' declares the LORD, 'to be my people for my 
renown and praise and honor. But they have not listened.'  

 
Jeremiah 24:7 - I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the LORD. They will be my 

people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart.  
 
Ezekiel 11:20 - Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my 

people, and I will be their God.  
 
Ezekiel 14:11 - Then the people of Israel will no longer stray from me, nor will they defile 

themselves anymore with all their sins. They will be my people, and I will be their God, 
declares the Sovereign LORD.' 

 
Ezekiel 34:30-31 - Then they will know that I, the LORD their God, am with them and that they, 

the house of Israel, are my people, declares the Sovereign LORD. You my sheep, the sheep of 
my pasture, are people, and I am your God, declares the Sovereign LORD.' 

 
Ezekiel 36:12 - I will cause people, my people Israel, to walk upon you. They will possess you, 

and you will be their inheritance; you will never again deprive them of their children. 
 
Ezekiel 36:28 - You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will be my people, and I will 

be your God.  
 
Ezekiel 37:22-23 - I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There 

will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into 
two kingdoms. They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile images or with 
any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse 
them. They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

 
Ezekiel 37:26-28 - I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. 

I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them 
forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among 
them forever.' 

 
Ezekiel 39:7-8 - I will make known my holy name among my people Israel. I will no longer let 

my holy name be profaned, and the nations will know that I the LORD am the Holy One in 
Israel. It is coming! It will surely take place, declares the Sovereign LORD. This is the day I 
have spoken of. 
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Daniel 9:19 - O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do 
not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name. 

 
Hosea 2:23 - I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called 'Not 

my loved one.' I will say to those called 'Not my people,' 'You are my people'; and they will 
say, 'You are my God.' 

 
Zechariah 8:7-8 - This is what the LORD Almighty says: "I will save my people from the 

countries of the east and the west. I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they will be 
my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as their God."  

 
Zechariah 13:9 - This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them 

like gold. They will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, 'They are my people,' 
and they will say, 'The LORD is our God.' 

 
Romans 9:23-26 - What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his 

mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory—even us, whom he also called, not only from 
the Jews but also from the Gentiles? As he says in Hosea: "I will call them 'my people' who 
are not my people; and I will call her 'my loved one' who is not my loved one," and, "It will 
happen that in the very place where it was said to them, "You are not my people,' they will be 
called 'sons of the living God.'"  

 
2 Corinthians 6:16-18 - What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we 

are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among 
them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people." "Therefore come out from them 
and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you." "I will be a 
Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."  

 
Ephesians 2:19 - Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with 

God's people and members of God's household. 
 
Ephesians 4:4-6 - There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when 

you were called—one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all. 

 
Titus 2:14 - …who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself 

a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 
Hebrews 4:19 - There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God… 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 -  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
Revelation 21:3-4 -  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God 

is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. 
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They are a kingdom of priests. 
 
Exodus 19:5-6 - Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will 

be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."  

1 Peter 2:9-10 -  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
Revelation 5:9-10 - And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its 

seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests 
to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth."  

 
They are a holy [set apart] nation. 
 
Exodus 19:5-6 - Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will 

be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."  

 
Exodus 33:13, 16 - If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and 

continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people… How will anyone 
know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else 
will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth? 

 
Leviticus 20:24 - But I said to you, "You will possess their land; I will give it to you as an 

inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey." I am the LORD your God, who has set you 
apart from the nations. 

 
Leviticus 20:26 - You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you 

apart from the nations to be my own.  
 
Deut. 7:6-7 - For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen 

you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 
The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous 
than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 

 
Deut. 14:2 -  …for you are a people holy to the LORD your God. Out of all the peoples on the face 

of the earth, the LORD has chosen you to be his treasured possession. 
 
Deut. 14:21 - Do not eat anything you find already dead. You may give it to an alien living in any 

of your towns, and he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner. But you are a people holy 
to the LORD your God. Do not cook a young goat in its mother's milk. 

 
Deut. 26:18-19 - And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured 

possession as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. He has declared that 
he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that you 
will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised. 
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Deut. 28:9 - The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you 
keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways.  

 
Deut. 33:3-4 -- Surely it is you who love the people; all the holy ones are in your hand. At your 

feet they all bow down, and from you receive instruction, the law that Moses gave us, the 
possession of the assembly of Jacob.  

 
Isaiah 62:12 - They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the LORD; and you will be 

called Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted. 
 
Ezekiel 37:26-28 - I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. 

I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them 
forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among 
them forever.' 

 
Ezekiel 39:27 - When I have brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from 

the countries of their enemies, I will show myself holy through them in the sight of many 
nations.  

 
Ephesians 1:4 - …for he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 -  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
They are God’s possession, His inheritance, and His sheep. 
 
Exodus 19:5-6 - Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will 

be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites."  

 
Exodus 34:9 - "O Lord, if I have found favor in your eyes," he said, "then let the Lord go with us. 

Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as 
your inheritance."  

 
Deut. 7:6-7 - For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen 

you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 
The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous 
than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 

 
Deut. 9:29 - But they are your people, your inheritance that you brought out by your great power 

and your outstretched arm. 
 
Deut. 14:2 -  …for you are a people holy to the LORD your God. Out of all the peoples on the face 

of the earth, the LORD has chosen you to be his treasured possession. 
 
1 Kings 8:51-53 - …for they are your people and your inheritance, whom you brought out of 

Egypt, out of that iron-smelting furnace. May your eyes be open to your servant's plea and to 
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the plea of your people Israel, and may you listen to them whenever they cry out to you. For 
you singled them out from all the nations of the world to be your own inheritance, just as 
you declared through your servant Moses when you, O Sovereign LORD, brought our fathers 
out of Egypt. 

 
Psalm 33:12 - Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his 

inheritance.  
 
Ezekiel 34:30-31 - Then they will know that I, the LORD their God, am with them and that they, 

the house of Israel, are my people, declares the Sovereign LORD. You my sheep, the sheep of 
my pasture, are people, and I am your God, declares the Sovereign LORD.' 

 
Matthew 2:6 - But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel. 
 
John 10:14-16 - "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other 
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, 
and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 

 
Ephesians 1:18 - I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 

know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 
saints… 

 
Hebrews 13:20 - May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought 

back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep… 
 
1 Peter 2:25 - …for you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd 

and Overseer of your souls.  
 
They are chosen by God. 
 
Deut. 10:15 - Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers and loved them, and he chose 

you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today.  
 
Deut. 14:2 -  for you are a people holy to the LORD your God. Out of all the peoples on the face 

of the earth, the LORD has chosen you to be his treasured possession. 
 
1 Kings 3:8 - Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too 

numerous to count or number.  
 
Psalm 33:12 - Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his 

inheritance.  
 
Isaiah 43:20-21 - The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water 

in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, the people 
I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.  

 
Ephesians 1:4 - …for he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. 
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Ephesians 1:11 - In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of 
him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will… 

1 Peter 2:9-10 -  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
They are redeemed. 
 
2 Sam. 7:23-24 - And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God went out 

to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform great and 
awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom you 
redeemed from Egypt? You have established your people Israel as your very own forever, 
and you, O LORD, have become their God.  

 
1 Chron. 17:21-22 - And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth whose God went 

out to redeem a people for himself, and to make a name for yourself, and to perform great 
and awesome wonders by driving out nations from before your people, whom you redeemed 
from Egypt? You made your people Israel your very own forever, and you, O LORD, have 
become their God.  

 
Nehemiah 1:8 –―Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are 

unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my 
commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them 
from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.' They are 
your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty 
hand.‖ 

 
Psalm 111:9 - He provided redemption for his people; he ordained his covenant forever— holy 

and awesome is his name.  
 
Isaiah 52:9 - Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has 

comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
 
Isaiah 62:12 - They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the LORD; and you will be 

called Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted. 
 
Luke 1:68-75 - Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed 

his people. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as 
he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the 
hand of all who hate us—to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 
the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to 
enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  

 
Ephesians 1:14 - …who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those 

who are God's possession—to the praise of his glory. 
 
Titus 2:14 - …who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself 

a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
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They are called “sons of God.” 
 
Hosea 1:9-11 - Then the LORD said, "Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not 

your God. Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured 
or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be 
called 'sons of the living God.' The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, 
and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of 
Jezreel.  

 
Romans 9:23-26 - What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his 

mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory—even us, whom he also called, not only from 
the Jews but also from the Gentiles? As he says in Hosea: "I will call them 'my people' who 
are not my people; and I will call her 'my loved one' who is not my loved one," and, "It will 
happen that in the very place where it was said to them, "You are not my people,' they will be 
called 'sons of the living God.'"  

 
Ephesians 1:5 - He predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance 

with his pleasure and will… 
 
God would place His Spirit in them. 
 
Numbers 11:29 - But Moses replied, "Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD's 

people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!"  
 
Joel 2:26-32 - You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the 

LORD your God, who has worked wonders for you; never again will my people be shamed. 
Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the LORD your God, and that there is no 
other; never again will my people be shamed. And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young 
men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days. I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows 
of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the LORD. And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will 
be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has 
said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls. 

 
Acts 2:16-21 - No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: "'In the last days, God says, I will 

pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men 
will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders 
in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The 
sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 
glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.' 

 
Ephesians 1:13 - And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised 
Holy Spirit… 
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They would be blessed. 
 
Deut. 7:14 - You will be blessed more than any other people; none of your men or women will be 

childless, nor any of your livestock without young.  
 
Deut. 26:15 - Look down from heaven, your holy dwelling place, and bless your people Israel and 

the land you have given us as you promised on oath to our forefathers, a land flowing with 
milk and honey. 

 
Ephesians 1:3 - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
 
Because of their unique standing as the people of God, how were the children of 

Israel to act? 
They were to keep His commandments, as written in the law of Moses. 
 
Deut. 26:18-19 - And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured 

possession as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. He has declared that 
he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that you 
will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised. 

 
Deut. 28:9 - The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you 

keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways.  
 
Deut. 30:1-6 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and you 

take them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, and 
when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart 
and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the LORD your 
God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all 
the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have been banished to the most distant land 
under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you and bring you back. He 
will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take possession of it. He 
will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. The LORD your God will 
circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all 
your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

 
Deut. 33:3-4 - Surely it is you who love the people; all the holy ones are in your hand. At your 

feet they all bow down, and from you receive instruction, the law that Moses gave us, the 
possession of the assembly of Jacob.  

 
2 Chron. 6:27 -  …then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel. 

Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land you gave your people for an 
inheritance. 

 
2 Chron. 36:16 - But they mocked God's messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his 

prophets until the wrath of the LORD was aroused against his people and there was no 
remedy.  

 
Nehemiah 1:8 –― Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are 

unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my 
commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them 
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from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.' They are 
your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty 
hand.‖ 

 
Isaiah 2:3 - Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his 
paths." The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  

 
Isaiah 51:7 - Hear me, you who know what is right, you people who have my law in your hearts: 

Do not fear the reproach of men or be terrified by their insults. 
 
Isaiah 56:3-8 - Let no foreigner who has bound himself to the LORD say, "The LORD will surely 

exclude me from his people." And let not any eunuch complain, "I am only a dry tree." For 
this is what the LORD says: "To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what 
pleases me and hold fast to my covenant—to them I will give within my temple and its walls 
a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name 
that will not be cut off. And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to 
love the name of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without 
desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain and 
give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on 
my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations." The Sovereign LORD 
declares— he who gathers the exiles of Israel: "I will gather still others to them besides those 
already gathered."  

 
Jeremiah 8:7 - Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swift 

and the thrush observe the time of their migration. But my people do not know the 
requirements of the LORD.  

 
Ezekiel 11:20 - Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my 

people, and I will be their God.  
 
Ezekiel 14:11 - Then the people of Israel will no longer stray from me, nor will they defile 

themselves anymore with all their sins. They will be my people, and I will be their God, 
declares the Sovereign LORD.' 

 
Ezekiel 37:22-23 - I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There 

will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into 
two kingdoms. They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile images or with 
any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse 
them. They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

 
Ezekiel 44:23 - They are to teach my people the difference between the holy and the common 

and show them how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean.  
 
Hosea 4:6 - My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. "Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I 
also will ignore your children.  

 
Micah 4:1-3 - In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief 

among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. Many 
nations will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 
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the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The law will 
go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between many 
peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. They will beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against 
nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

 
Zephaniah 3:9-10 - Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the 

name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder. From beyond the rivers of Cush my 
worshipers, my scattered people, will bring me offerings. 

 
Luke 1:68-75 - Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed 

his people. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as 
he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the 
hand of all who hate us—to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 
the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to 
enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  

 
2 Corinthians 6:16-18 - What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we 

are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among 
them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people." "Therefore come out from them 
and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you." "I will be a 
Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."  

 
Titus 2:14 - …who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself 

a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 
Hebrews 11:25 - He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the 

pleasures of sin for a short time.  
 
Revelation 18:4 - Then I heard another voice from heaven say: "Come out of [Babylon], my 

people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues… 
 
What did God promise He would do to His people if they would not obey His 

commands? 
He promised to scatter them to the ends of the earth. This promise has been 

fulfilled, and the people of Israel are currently dispersed throughout the world. 
 
Deut. 4:27 - The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will survive 

among the nations to which the LORD will drive you.  
 
Deut. 28:64 - Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth to 

the other. There you will worship other gods—gods of wood and stone, which neither you nor 
your fathers have known.  

 
Deut. 30:1-6 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and you 

take them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, and 
when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart 
and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the LORD your 
God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all 
the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have been banished to the most distant land 
under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you and bring you back. He 
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will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take possession of it. He 
will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. The LORD your God will 
circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all 
your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

1 Kings 9:7 - …then I will cut off Israel from the land I have given them and will reject this 
temple I have consecrated for my Name. Israel will then become a byword and an object of 
ridicule among all peoples.  

 
2 Chron. 7:20 - …then I will uproot Israel from my land, which I have given them, and will reject 

this temple I have consecrated for my Name. I will make it a byword and an object of ridicule 
among all peoples.  

 
Nehemiah 1:8 –―Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are 

unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my 
commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them 
from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.' They are 
your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty 
hand.‖ 

 
Isaiah 5:13 - Therefore my people will go into exile for lack of understanding; their men of rank 

will die of hunger and their masses will be parched with thirst.  
 
Jeremiah 50:6 - My people have been lost sheep; their shepherds have led them astray and 

caused them to roam on the mountains. They wandered over mountain and hill and forgot 
their own resting place.  

 
Ezekiel 14:8 - I will set my face against that man and make him an example and a byword. I will 

cut him off from my people. Then you will know that I am the LORD.  
 
Daniel 12:7 - The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right 

hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, 
saying, "It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has 
been finally broken, all these things will be completed."  

 
Hosea 4:6 - My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. "Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I 
also will ignore your children.  

 
Hosea 7:8 - Ephraim mixes with the nations; Ephraim is a flat cake not turned over. 
 
Micah 5:7-8 - The remnant of Jacob will be in the midst of many peoples like dew from the 

LORD, like showers on the grass, which do not wait for man or linger for mankind. The 
remnant of Jacob will be among the nations, in the midst of many peoples, like a lion among 
the beasts of the forest, like a young lion among flocks of sheep, which mauls and mangles as 
it goes, and no one can rescue.  

 
Zechariah 10:9 - Though I scatter them among the peoples, yet in distant lands they will 

remember me. They and their children will survive, and they will return.  
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What is God’s promise to His people Israel? 
He promises to bring them back to their land. This promise has not yet been 

fulfilled. 
 
Deut. 30:1-6 - When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and you 

take them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, and 
when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart 
and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the LORD your 
God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all 
the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have been banished to the most distant land 
under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you and bring you back. He 
will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take possession of it. He 
will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. The LORD your God will 
circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all 
your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

 
1 Kings 8:33-34 - "When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have 

sinned against you, and when they turn back to you and confess your name, praying and 
making supplication to you in this temple, then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your 
people Israel and bring them back to the land you gave to their fathers.  

 
1 Kings 8:51-53 - …for they are your people and your inheritance, whom you brought out of 

Egypt, out of that iron-smelting furnace. May your eyes be open to your servant's plea and to 
the plea of your people Israel, and may you listen to them whenever they cry out to you. For 
you singled them out from all the nations of the world to be your own inheritance, just as 
you declared through your servant Moses when you, O Sovereign LORD, brought our fathers 
out of Egypt. 

 
2 Chron. 7:14 - …if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land.  

 
Nehemiah 1:8 –―Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are 

unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my 
commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them 
from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.' They are 
your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty 
hand.‖ 

 
Isaiah 11:10-11, 16 - In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the 

nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. In that day the Lord will reach 
out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, 
from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath 
and from the islands of the sea…  There will be a highway for the remnant of his people that 
is left from Assyria, as there was for Israel when they came up from Egypt.  

 
Isaiah 25:8 - The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the 

disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. 
 
Isaiah 49:8-9 - This is what the LORD says: "In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in 

the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the 
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people, to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances, to say to the captives, 
'Come out,' and to those in darkness, 'Be free!' "They will feed beside the roads and find 
pasture on every barren hill.  

 
Isaiah 56:3-8 Let no foreigner who has bound himself to the LORD say, "The LORD will surely 

exclude me from his people." And let not any eunuch complain, "I am only a dry tree." For 
this is what the LORD says: "To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what 
pleases me and hold fast to my covenant—to them I will give within my temple and its walls 
a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name 
that will not be cut off. And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to 
love the name of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without 
desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain and 
give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on 
my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations." The Sovereign LORD 
declares— he who gathers the exiles of Israel: "I will gather still others to them besides those 
already gathered."  

 
Isaiah 62:12 - They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the LORD; and you will be 

called Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted. 
 
Jeremiah 24:7 - I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the LORD. They will be my 

people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart.  
 
Jeremiah 30:3 - The days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when I will bring my people Israel 

and Judah back from captivity and restore them to the land I gave their forefathers to 
possess,' says the LORD…‖  

 
Jeremiah 32:37-38 - I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banish them in my 

furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this place and let them live in safety. 
They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

 
Ezekiel 11:17 - Therefore say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will gather you from the 

nations and bring you back from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give 
you back the land of Israel again.'  

 
Ezekiel 20:34, 41 - I will bring you from the nations and gather you from the countries where 

you have been scattered—with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with outpoured 
wrath… I will accept you as fragrant incense when I bring you out from the nations and 
gather you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will show myself holy 
among you in the sight of the nations.  

 
Ezekiel 28:25 - This is what the Sovereign LORD says: When I gather the people of Israel from 

the nations where they have been scattered, I will show myself holy among them in the sight 
of the nations. Then they will live in their own land, which I gave to my servant Jacob. 

 
Ezekiel 34:13 - I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I 

will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the 
ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 
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Ezekiel 39:27 - When I have brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from 
the countries of their enemies, I will show myself holy through them in the sight of many 
nations.  

 
Joel 2:18-19 -  Then the LORD will be jealous for his land and take pity on his people. The LORD 

will reply to them: "I am sending you grain, new wine and oil, enough to satisfy you fully; 
never again will I make you an object of scorn to the nations.  

 
Amos 9:14-15 - I will bring back my exiled people Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and 

live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat 
their fruit. I will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I 
have given them," says the LORD your God. 

 
Zephaniah 2:9 – ―Therefore, as surely as I live," declares the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, 

"surely Moab will become like Sodom, the Ammonites like Gomorrah— a place of weeds and 
salt pits, a wasteland forever. The remnant of my people will plunder them; the survivors of 
my nation will inherit their land." 

 
Zephaniah 3:20 - At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you 

honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your 
very eyes," says the LORD.  

 
Zechariah 8:7-8 - This is what the LORD Almighty says: "I will save my people from the 

countries of the east and the west. I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they will be 
my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as their God."  

 
Zechariah 10:9 - Though I scatter them among the peoples, yet in distant lands they will 

remember me. They and their children will survive, and they will return.  
 
Luke 1:68-75 - Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed 

his people. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as 
he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the 
hand of all who hate us—to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 
the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to 
enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  

 
Ephesians 1:22 - And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 

everything for the church [Greek, ecclesia, called-out ones]. 
 
Revelation 18:4 - Then I heard another voice from heaven say: "Come out of [Babylon], my 

people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues… 
 
He will circumcise their hearts. 
 
Deut. 30:1-6 - When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and you 

take them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, and 
when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart 
and with all your soul according to everything I command you today, then the LORD your 
God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all 
the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have been banished to the most distant land 
under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you and bring you back. He 
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will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take possession of it. He 
will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. The LORD your God will 
circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all 
your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

Isaiah 51:7 - Hear me, you who know what is right, you people who have my law in your hearts: 
Do not fear the reproach of men or be terrified by their insults. 

 
Jeremiah 24:7 - I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the LORD. They will be my 

people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart.  
 
Jeremiah 31:33 - "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," 

declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be my people.  

 
Romans 2:27-29 - The one who is not circumcised physically and yet obeys the law will condemn 

you who, even though you have the written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker. A man 
is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. 
No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the 
Spirit, not by the written code. Such a man's praise is not from men, but from God. 

 
Ephesians 2:11-13 – Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 

"uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by 
the hands of men)— remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded 
from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 
brought near through the blood of Christ. 

 
Philippians 3:3 - For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, 

who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh… 
 
Colossians 2:11 - In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not 

with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ… 
 
Hebrews 8:10-12 - This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, 

declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his 
brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."  

 
God will judge the nations because of His people Israel. 
 
Deut. 32:43 - Rejoice, O nations, with his people, for he will avenge the blood of his servants; he 

will take vengeance on his enemies and make atonement for his land and people.  
 
Deut. 33:17 - In majesty he is like a firstborn bull; his horns are the horns of a wild ox. With 

them he will gore the nations, even those at the ends of the earth. Such are the ten thousands 
of Ephraim; such are the thousands of Manasseh. 

 
God will live among His people. 
 
1 Kings 6:13 - And I will live among the Israelites and will not abandon my people Israel. 
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Ezekiel 37:26-28 - I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. 

I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them 
forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among 
them forever.' 

 
Micah 4:1-3 - In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief 

among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. Many 
nations will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 
the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The law will 
go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between many 
peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. They will beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against 
nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

 
Ephesians 2:19-22 - Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens 

with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building 
is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are 
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 
Revelation 21:3-4 -  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God 

is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. 

 
There will be a rest for God’s people, and He will wipe away all their tears. 
 
Isaiah 11:10-11, 16 - In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the 

nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. In that day the Lord will reach 
out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, 
from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath 
and from the islands of the sea…  There will be a highway for the remnant of his people that 
is left from Assyria, as there was for Israel when they came up from Egypt.  

 
Isaiah 25:8 - The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the 

disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. 
 
Isaiah 40:1 - Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  
 
Isaiah 52:9 - Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has 

comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  
 
Revelation 21:3-4 -  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God 

is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. 
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He will save His people from their sins. 
 
Matthew 1:21 - She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 

will save his people from their sins. 
 
Luke 1:77 - …to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins. 
Hebrews 8:10-12 - This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, 

declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his 
brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."  

 
Ephesians 1:7, 13 – In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 

accordance with the riches of God's grace… And you also were included in Christ when you 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

 
1 Peter 2:9-10 -  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
God has promised to bring back all His people, both Israel and Judah. 
 
Jeremiah 30:3 - The days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when I will bring my people Israel 

and Judah back from captivity and restore them to the land I gave their forefathers to 
possess,' says the LORD…‖  

 
Jeremiah 31:1 - "At that time," declares the LORD, "I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, 

and they will be my people." 
 
Jeremiah 33:24 - "Have you not noticed that these people are saying, 'The LORD has rejected 

the two kingdoms he chose'? So they despise my people and no longer regard them as a 
nation.‖ 

 
Ezekiel 37:22-23 - I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There 

will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two nations or be divided into 
two kingdoms. They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile images or with 
any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse 
them. They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

 
Hosea 1:9-11 - Then the LORD said, "Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and I am not 

your God. Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured 
or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be 
called 'sons of the living God.' The people of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, 
and they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of 
Jezreel.  

 
Ephesians 1:9-10 - And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good 

pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached 
their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even 
Christ. 
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Israel will be a “light for the Gentiles,” and foreigners will be included with the 

people of God. 
 
Ruth 1:16 - But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you 

go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my 
God. 

 
1 Kings 8:41-43 - "As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come 

from a distant land because of your name—for men will hear of your great name and your 
mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when he comes and prays toward this temple, then 
hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all 
the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your own people Israel, 
and may know that this house I have built bears your Name.  

 
2 Chron. 6:32-33 - As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come 

from a distant land because of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched 
arm—when he comes and prays toward this temple, then hear from heaven, your dwelling 
place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may 
know your name and fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that this house I 
have built bears your Name.  

 
Psalm 102:21-22 - So the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in Jerusalem 

when the peoples and the kingdoms assemble to worship the LORD.  
 
Isaiah 2:3 - Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his 
paths." The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  

 
Isaiah 11:10-11, 16 - In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the 

nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. In that day the Lord will reach 
out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, 
from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath 
and from the islands of the sea…  There will be a highway for the remnant of his people that 
is left from Assyria, as there was for Israel when they came up from Egypt.  

 
Isaiah 42:6-7 - I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will 

keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to 
open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those 
who sit in darkness.  

 
Isaiah 49:22 - This is what the Sovereign LORD says: "See, I will beckon to the Gentiles, I will 

lift up my banner to the peoples; they will bring your sons in their arms and carry your 
daughters on their shoulders. 

 
Isaiah 56:3-8 Let no foreigner who has bound himself to the LORD say, "The LORD will surely 

exclude me from his people." And let not any eunuch complain, "I am only a dry tree." For 
this is what the LORD says: "To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what 
pleases me and hold fast to my covenant—to them I will give within my temple and its walls 
a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name 
that will not be cut off. And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to 
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love the name of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without 
desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain and 
give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on 
my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations." The Sovereign LORD 
declares— he who gathers the exiles of Israel: "I will gather still others to them besides those 
already gathered."  

 
Zephaniah 3:9-10 - Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the 

name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder. From beyond the rivers of Cush my 
worshipers, my scattered people, will bring me offerings. 

 
Zechariah 2:11 - Many nations will be joined with the LORD in that day and will become my 

people. I will live among you and you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you. 
 
Zechariah 8:20 - This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Many peoples and the inhabitants of 

many cities will yet come...‖ 
 
Luke 2:30-32 - For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all 

people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel. 
 
Luke 21:23-25 - How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 

There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. They will fall by the 
sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles [returning to God] are fulfilled. There will be signs in 
the sun, moon and stars… 

 
Acts 15:14-21 - Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking from 

the Gentiles a people for himself. The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it 
is written: 'After this I will return and rebuild David's fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and 
I will restore it, that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear 
my name, says the Lord, who does these things' that have been known for ages. It is my 
judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to 
God. Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, 
from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood. For Moses has 
been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every 
Sabbath. 

 
Acts 26:23 - … that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would 

proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles. 
 
Romans 9:23-26 - What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his 

mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory—even us, whom he also called, not only from 
the Jews but also from the Gentiles? As he says in Hosea: "I will call them 'my people' who 
are not my people; and I will call her 'my loved one' who is not my loved one," and, "It will 
happen that in the very place where it was said to them, "You are not my people,' they will be 
called 'sons of the living God.'"  

 
Romans 15:8-12 - For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's 

truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the Gentiles may glorify God 
for his mercy, as it is written: "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing 
hymns to your name." Again, it says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people." And again, 
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"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all you peoples." And again, Isaiah 
says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the 
Gentiles will hope in him." 

 
Ephesians 1:13 – And you [Gentiles] also were included in Christ when you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
 
Ephesians 2:11-13 - Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 

"uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by 
the hands of men)— remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded 
from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 
brought near through the blood of Christ. 

 
Ephesians 3:1-2 – For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles—Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to 
me for you. 

 
Ephesians 3:6 – This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 

Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 
 
Revelation 7:9 - After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front 
of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.  

 
Revelation 14:6 - Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to 

proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 
 
His people have their names written in the book of life. 
 
Daniel 12:1 - At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There 

will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. 
But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be 
delivered.  

 
Philippians 4:3 - Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at 
my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose 
names are in the book of life. 
 
Revelation 3:5 - He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his 

name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 
 
Revelation 13:8 – All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not 

been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the 
world. 

 
Revelation 20:15, 27 – If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 

into the lake of fire. 
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Revelation 21:26-27 - The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure 
will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those 
whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

 
Why will God fulfill these promises for His people? 
So that all people and nations will know He is God and will praise Him. 
 
1 Kings 8:59-60 - And may these words of mine, which I have prayed before the LORD, be near 

to the LORD our God day and night, that he may uphold the cause of his servant and the 
cause of his people Israel according to each day's need, so that all the peoples of the earth 
may know that the LORD is God and that there is no other.  

 
Psalm 102:21-22 - So the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in Jerusalem 

when the peoples and the kingdoms assemble to worship the LORD.  
 
Isaiah 61:9 - Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the 

peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed. 
 
Ezekiel 20:34, 41 - I will bring you from the nations and gather you from the countries where 

you have been scattered—with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with outpoured 
wrath… I will accept you as fragrant incense when I bring you out from the nations and 
gather you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will show myself holy 
among you in the sight of the nations.  

 
Ezekiel 28:25 - This is what the Sovereign LORD says: When I gather the people of Israel from 

the nations where they have been scattered, I will show myself holy among them in the sight 
of the nations. Then they will live in their own land, which I gave to my servant Jacob. 

 
Ezekiel 37:26-28 - I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. 

I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them 
forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among 
them forever.' 

 
Ezekiel 39:27 - When I have brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from 

the countries of their enemies, I will show myself holy through them in the sight of many 
nations.  

 
Zephaniah 3:20 - At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you 

honor and praise among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your 
very eyes," says the LORD.  

 
Luke 2:10 - But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people. 
 
Romans 15:8-12 - For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's 

truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the Gentiles may glorify God 
for his mercy, as it is written: "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing 
hymns to your name." Again, it says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people." And again, 
"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all you peoples." And again, Isaiah 
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says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the 
Gentiles will hope in him." 

 
1 Peter 2:9-10 -  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
Why is prophecy written? 
Prophecy is written for the people of God, so that they will trust Him to always 

keep His Word. 
 
Deut. 26:18-19 - And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured 

possession as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. He has declared that 
he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that you 
will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised. 

 
Ezekiel 39:7-8 - I will make known my holy name among my people Israel. I will no longer let 

my holy name be profaned, and the nations will know that I the LORD am the Holy One in 
Israel. It is coming! It will surely take place, declares the Sovereign LORD. This is the day I 
have spoken of. 

 
Daniel 9:24 - Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish 

transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy. 

 
Daniel 10:14 - Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, 

for the vision concerns a time yet to come. 
 
Daniel 12:1 - At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There 

will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. 
But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be 
delivered.  

 
Daniel 12:7 - The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right 

hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, 
saying, "It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has 
been finally broken, all these things will be completed."  

 
Matthew 4:16 - …the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land 

of the shadow of death a light has dawned. (a fulfillment of Isaiah 9:1-2) 
 
Matthew 13:15 - For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, 

and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them. (a fulfillment of Isaiah 
6:9-10) 

 
Matthew 15:8 - These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. (a 

fulfillment of Isaiah 29:13) 
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Mark 7:6 - He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is 
written: "'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. (a 
fulfillment of Isaiah 29:13) 

 
Luke 1:17 - And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts 

of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord. (a fulfillment of Malachi 4:5-6) 

 
Acts 28:26-27 - Go to this people and say, "You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 

you will be ever seeing but never perceiving." For this people's heart has become calloused; 
they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see 
with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal 
them. (a fulfillment of Isaiah 6:9-10) 

 
 
Romans 11 is the best summary of the Bible’s teaching about His people. 
 
 1 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of 
Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t 
you know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to God against 
Israel: 3 ―Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left, 
and they are trying to kill me‖? 4 And what was God’s answer to him? ―I have reserved for myself 
seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.‖ 5 So too, at the present time there is a 
remnant chosen by grace. 6 And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would 
no longer be grace. 

 7 What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did. The others 
were hardened, 8 as it is written:  

   ―God gave them a spirit of stupor,  
   eyes so that they could not see  
   and ears so that they could not hear,  
to this very day.‖  

 9 And David says:  

   ―May their table become a snare and a trap,  
   a stumbling block and a retribution for them.  
10 May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see,  
   and their backs be bent forever.‖ 

 11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of 
their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. 12 But if their 
transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how 
much greater riches will their fullness bring!  

 13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my 
ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of 
them. 15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but 
life from the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is 
holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.  



 

From http://anneelliott.com - 2011 
 

 17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been 
grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not 
boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root 
supports you. 19 You will say then, ―Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.‖ 20 
Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be 
arrogant, but be afraid. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you 
either.  

 22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but 
kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 
23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in 
again. 24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to 
nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural 
branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!  

 25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: 
Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 26 
And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:  

   ―The deliverer will come from Zion;  
   he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.  
27 And this is my covenant with them  
   when I take away their sins.‖ 

 28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is 
concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts and his call are 
irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as 
a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too 
may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound all men over to 
disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.  

 33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  
   How unsearchable his judgments,  
   and his paths beyond tracing out!  
34 ―Who has known the mind of the Lord?  
   Or who has been his counselor?‖  
35 ―Who has ever given to God,  
   that God should repay him?‖ 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
   To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 


